
Resolution Title: Sign Lutheran Restoring Creation Covenant to Care for Creation 

Whereas:  

1. Whereas the Southwestern Washington Synod is committed to Creation Care as part of their 

mission statement; https://swwasynod.org/about/our-vision/ 

 

2. – And whereas the ELCA has committed itself to Creation Care in the Social Statement Caring 

for Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice, 1993; 

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/EnvironmentSS.pdf 

 

3. And whereas the 2022 ELCA church wide assembly has “reaffirmed the commitment of this 

church to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, directing the churchwide organization to 

set a goal of a 50% reduction of net greenhouse gas pollution by 2030, with a long-range goal of 

achieving net-zero emissions by 2050.” https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8172 

 

Be It Resolved:  

That the synod office and the congregations of this synod shall commit to signing and 

implementing the covenant to care for creation provided by Lutherans Restoring Creation 

here: https://lutheransrestoringcreation.org/lrc-collaborates-with-elca-synods/ or a covenant 

with similar commitments as steps on the way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and care for 

creation in all aspects of their ministry. 

Implications of Resolution (if adopted):  

1. What is the financial impact of this resolution on the synod or congregation budgets? If expenditures are 

required, what are the sources of income anticipated to accomplish the purpose of the resolution?  

The Signing of the Covenant itself is free of cost. How much money will be spent in each area of ministry for 

Creation Care is for Synod Council and church councils to decide. 

2. What are the personnel implications within our synod (or churchwide)? Who will be responsible for 

implementation?  

Changing our mindsets in regard to sustainable living is the individual responsibility for every individual person of 

faith. However, synod and church communities can choose to assign people responsible for implementation in 

each ministry as they see fit. 

3. How does this resolution enhance and forward the mission of the church and our synod?  

As laid out in the ʻWhereasʻ section, our church is committed to creation care in general and greenhouse gas 

reduction specificially, on the national, synodocal and oftentimes also congregational level. The signing of the 

covenants will make this commitment visible, also for other church bodies and communities. The covenant 

provides guidelines as to how to do the needed work. Through Lutheran Restoring Creation and by acting on the 

synod level, we can combine our efforts and make them more effective. 



Submitted by (required):  Rev. Kristin-Luana Baumann 
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