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About Lutherans Restoring Creation

Lutherans Restoring Creation is a grassroots movement
promoting care for creation in the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America.

LUTHERANS
RESTORING We accomplish this by cultivating a community of dedicated stewards of

CREATION earth and neighbor who proclaim God’s promise of hope and healing for all.

How to use this guide

Earth Day is Wednesday, April 22™ 2026. Some churches may choose to celebrate
“Earth Sunday” on April 19" (Third Sunday of Easter Season) or on April 26" (Fourth
Sunday of Easter Sunday). This guide is tailored to the Third Sunday of Easter. For

other lectionaries, see our weekle eco-lectionary commentaries.

How to use this guide View virtual Earth Day
Year A (2023)

This guide is adapted from the 2023 Year A Lutherans Restoring

-, Creation online Earth Day worship service. If you wish, you can @'K:"i‘: El
play the online service. The lectionary commentaries come from ;i.l- '!;“ 'g},
the free catalogue of eco-commentaries that Lutherans Restoring W & W »

[ 9
Creation puts out weekly! (bit.ly/LRCecoCommentaries) :n.‘*

Included

e Sample service for Earth Sunday*
* 2 eco-lectionaries for Earth Sunday to build a creation-centered sermon
e Access to a “plug-and-play” virtual sermon from Rev. Dr. Barbara Rossing

*The worship guide matches up with the Lutherans Restoring Creation 2023 Earth Day
service. Suggested hymns for in-person worship are also included. For an editable
document of the bulletin, please email info@LutheransRestoringCreation.org.



https://bit.ly/LRCecoCommentaries
mailto:info@lutheransrestoringcreation.org
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Earth Sunday Worship Guide

This worship guidematches up with the Lutherans Restoring Creation 2023 Earth Day
service. Suggested hymns for in-person worship are also included. For an editable
document of the bulletin, please email info@LutheransRestoringCreation.org.

Suggested edits for an in-person adaptation are in green.

Welcome Rev. Christyn Koschmann & Phoebe Morad '

Land Acknowledgement

To learn more the Indigenous people of your land, see native-land.ca

As we live, work, and worship in the land that is now called the United States,

Lutherans Restoring Creation recognizes that we do so on land that was stolen o
from Indigenous peoples. As we are called to restore creation, we are also called to

restore right-relationship with one another. As we join in this holy vocation of loving

our neighbor, we honor all our Indigenous siblings who have been companions of

the lands, waters, and beings of Turtle Island since time immemorial.

We charge our community to learn about the original and continuous stewards of
the land upon which we exist. We lament legacies of violence, cultural genocide,
and displacement of Indigenous communities; committing ourselves to hearing and
speaking the truth of that history and its on-going effects. May we gather faithfully
in mind, body, and spirit so that we may mend what has been broken and embody
Christ’'s gospel of abundant life.

Opening Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth Nathan Drake/ReAwaken Hymns

See: ELW 879, For the Beauty of the Earth

Confession and Forgiveness

All: God of Perfect Rest, we confess before you and one-another that we have
failed to love you and our neighbor fully, and that we have tried to cover our sins
by our own power. We have run busily from one activity to the next, one
possession to the next, one achievement to the next, and one love to the next, all
to avoid admitting our need for your grace. Uncurl us from our self-obsession by
the love of your Son. Forgive our sins, help us to accept your love, and guide us on
right paths for the sake of the world you so deeply love. Amen.

EARTH SUNDAY BULLETIN
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Leader: God Creator, who is rich in mercy and abundant in love, hears our prayers
and crosses eternity to come alongside us. It is my honor and delight as a fellow
saint and sinner, created, redeemed, and loved by the Creator, =+ Redeemer, and
Sanctifier to announce to you the complete forgiveness of your sins and your birth
into new life through Jesus Christ.

All: Thanks be to God!

Canticle of Praise Holy, Holy, Holy Emu Music

See: ELW 413, Holy Holy Holy, or ELW 876 Let the Whole Creation Cry

Prayer of the Day

God of Life, You called everything You have made Good. We are gathered now in

your Spirit, by Your Word, to offer our prayers, our songs, our confessions to e
you; trusting in Your mercy, Your goodness, and Your joy. Make us aware of
Your Spirit on the move in the world, that where You lead, we follow.

Amen.
Psalm 104* (remix) Rev. Christyn Koschmann
| am awestruck, Holy One For just the audio-visual

at this beautiful and boundless universe— Ml G S

cultivated over eons with love and care.

Your creative intent envelopes the world like a cloak. - ﬁ ::;'*: —.
| see it shining in the heavens, hear it whispering in the winds, \"j';‘ 0 n.ﬂ,
feel it crackling in the fire. ‘JL " ﬁ‘]
For you energized the dust of the universe I:.." - 9
— the galaxies, the stars, the planets, right [ &

down to this jewel of an earth.
You are wrapped in light as with a garment.
You stretch out the heavens like a tent, you make the clouds your chariot,
you ride on the waves of the wind.
You make the winds your messengers, fire and flame your ministers.
You paint the earth with your holy spirit,
each stroke and color with purpose, place and song.
You put a restlessness in our hearts that leads us to seek you always.
Therefore, | will sing your songs all my days
and care for all you have created
and keep my heart ever open to your Love.
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First Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23 (The Inclusive Bible translation)_

Make your minds ready for action, and be sober. Put your hope in nothing but the
grace that will be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. Be children of
obedience. Don't behave the way you did when, in your ignorance, your desires
were all you knew. Be holy in everything you do, since it is the Holy One who has
called you - as scripture says, “You will be holy, for | am holy.”

When you pray, you call on Abba God, who judges everyone impartially on the
basis of their actions. Since this is so, conduct yourself reverently during your
sojourn in a foreign land. Realize that you were delivered from the futile way of life
your ancestors handed on to you, not by an diminishable sum of gold or silver but
by Christ’s blood, which is beyond all price: the blood of a spotless, unblemished
lamb foreknown before the world’s foundation and revealed for your sake in these
last days. It is through Christ that you are believers in God, the God who raised
Christ from the dead into glory. Your faith and hope, then, are centered in God.

By obedience and truth you have purified yourselves for a genuine love of your
sisters and brothers. Therefore, love one another constantly, from the heart. Your
rebirth has come not from a perishable seed but from an imperishable one - the
living and enduring word of God.

Holy Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 Rev. Dr. R. Guy Erwin

The Holy Gospel According to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two
[disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened.
While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with
them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What
are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking
sad. Then one of them, whose nhame was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in
these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus
of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
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people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned
to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem lIsrael.
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place.

Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early
this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told
us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said;
but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about
himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he
were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them.
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave
it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished
from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”
That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven
and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the
road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise be to Christ.

Sermon Rev. Dr. R. Guy Erwin

In addition to Dr. Erwin’s sermon on the _ .
readings for Year A, LRC also has an all- @,:r:ﬁ*!-@
purpose sermon from eco-theologian Rev. i ‘,.5_'-.'_.:..' 'i
Dr. Barbara Rossing on Revelations. You can £ f:ﬁ_g‘!
see it at the QR code on the right. @u.‘}'&' -

EARTH SUNDAY BULLETIN



Hymn of the Day All Good Gifts Bob Kaat-Wohlert & Andrea Hupman

See: ACS 1068 Earth Adorned in Verdant Robes, or ELW 723 Canticle of the Turning

Confession of Faith
A New Creed (1968) United Church of Canada

g
i &
&

We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh, -
to reconcile and make new, o
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
ﬁ Thanks be to God.

Intercessory Prayers Revs. Chelsea & Mandy Achterberg

O God, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen:
Your great love has placed us in your creation, and you commanded us to care for it.
Your works declare glory and strength, and you call us to praise and reverence.

Where we have degraded or destroyed earth's bounty, forgive us.
Where we have taken beauty and majesty for granted, have mercy upon us.
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Where we have become estranged from the creatures with whom we share this
planet, grant us your peace.

Creator God,

hear our prayer.

As we join together in celebration of the Earth, we know that there are many things
that thwart our efforts and our responsibilities to your creation. The issues of the
environment and conservation are often associated with differing political views. For
the openness to learn about environmental issues and concerns, we pray:

Creator God,

hear our prayer.

In such a great and complex world, we often feel so small and helpless, as if what -
we do has no impact on the rest of your creation. Yet we know that because we are

created in your image, we are connected with the entirety of creation, just as you

are. For an awareness of how our own lifestyles can be modified to help protect the
environment, we pray:

Creator God,

hear our prayer.

In an environmental catastrophe, the people who suffer first and greatest are often
the poorest of the poor. Yet we rarely hear their voices, silenced as they are by the
realities of global life. For those who live in poverty and suffer the devastating
effects of flooding, drought, and other environmental issues, we pray:

Creator God,

hear our prayer.

In recent days, even the ground under our feet has begun to tremble, reminding us
that we live together in a fragile community of life. For our own community, our city
and state, we pray:

Creator God,

hear our prayer.

As members of this creation, we live and die according to the cycle of life that is
common in all the world. For those in our midst who suffer from sickness and death,
we pray:

Creator God,

hear our prayer.
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God of the sun and the moon of the mountains, deserts and plains;

God of the mighty oceans, of rivers, lakes and streams;

God of all creatures that live in the seas and fly in the air;

God of every living thing that grows and moves on this sacred Earth,

We are formed by Christ into your people,

called to bring the world into your marvelous light.

As the Body of Christ, we are messengers of ecological vocation.

We are entrusted with caring for this Earth which you have created.

Help us to love and respect it, to repair what we have damaged,

to care for what you have made good and holy.

Give us the wisdom and the passion to change our mind, our hearts, and our ways.
Let us be the change we pray for, bringing about ecological conversion which grows

and spreads to every corner of the Earth, for our sake now and for every generation -
which is to come. -
Amen.

Oracion del Seiior Our Lord’s Prayer

Padre nuestro que estas en el cielo, Our Father in heaven,

santificado sea tu Nombre; hallowed be your name,

venga a nosotros tu Reino; your kingdom come,

hagase tu voluntad your will be done,

en la tierra como en el cielo. on earth as in heaven.

Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia; Give us today our daily bread.

perdona nuestras ofensas, Forgive us our sins

como también nosotros perdonamos as we forgive those who sin against us.

a los que nos ofenden;

no nos dejes caer en la tentacion, Save us from the time of trial

y libranos del mal. and deliver us from evil.

Porque suyo es el reino, el poder, For the kingdom, the power,

y la gloria, por los siglos y los siglos and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amén. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

The Peace of Christ be with you!

Take this time to share a sign of God’s peace with those around you or offer prayers
of peace for those on your heart at this time.
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Offering_ LRC Donations:

We ask you to consider an offering to Lutherans Restoring Creation
to continue the work of creation care in the ELCA.

Our online service omits Communion, but in-person ,
services may choose to have it. We recommned
Thankgiving at the Table, Form VIl from the ELW (pg 67)

Benediction
Now may God Creator bless you and keep you, may God'’s face shine on you and be
gracious to you, and may God look up on you with favor and give you the peace of

Amen.

Closing Song

Dismissal

1 COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

Intercessory Prayers from

Sundays and Seasons by permission
under Augsburg Liturgies License
SAS103467

For the Beauty of the Earth

Written by Folliott Sandford Pierpoint,
1864

Modern arrangement and recording by
Nathan Drake

Reawaken Hymns. CCLI #7194729

EARTH SUNDAY

Earth & All Kin

Creation. In the name of the Creator, == Redeemer, and Sanctifier.

Rev. Dr. Leah Schade

See: ACS 1068 Earth is Full of Wit and Wisdom, or ELW 729 Touch the Earth Lightly

Rev. Christyn Koschmann & Phoebe Morad

Psalm 104 (remixed) compiled
from:

Christine Robinson
doubterpsalms.blogspot.org

All Good Gifts

Stephen Schwartz, 1971

Range Road Music, Inc.,

Quartet Music, and New Cadenza
Music Corporation

Modern arrangement and recording
by

Bob Kaat-Wholert and Andrea
Hupman

of Martin Luther Lutheran Church
for Lutherans Restoring Creation,
2023.

CCLI license #3511227

This Church of England

Common Worship: Daily Prayer

© The Archbishops' Council 2005
Published by Church House
Publishing

Earth and all Kin

Lyrics by Leah D. Schade, © 2013
To the tune of "Earth and all stars"
by

David N. Johnson and Herbert F.
Brokering
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From Dust to Dawn: an eco-lectionary on the
readings from the Third Sunday of Easter

Emily Meyer retraces the Lenten journey - from cosmic stardust
to the dusty road to Emmaus - and invites us to wonder, learn,
root, and go, stepping out gently to bless the earth.

Originally written in 2023

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Holy One is coming, it is near...
(Joel 2:1; Ash Wednesday)

YAHWEH God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.
(Genesis 2:15; 1 Lent) o

Now YAHWEH said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that | will show you.” (Genesis 12:1; 2 Lent)

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as YAHWEH commanded. (Exodus 17:1; 3 Lent)

YAHWEH said to Samuel, “... Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to
Jesse the Bethlehemite....” (1 Samuel 16:1; 4 Lent)

The hand of YAHWEH came upon me; God’s spirit brought me out and set me down
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. (Ezekiel 37:1; 5 Lent)

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples... (Matthew 21:1; Palm Sunday)

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. (John 20:1;
Easter)

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” (John 20:19; Easter 2)

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem... (Luke 24:13; Easter 3)

EMILY MEYER FROM DUST TO DAWN
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The first verse of the Hebrew text for every week in Lent — and then the first verse
of the Gospel reading for Palm Sunday through today — sets its story in a very
particular place: grounding God’s people in a specific land or location — and
alternately imploring them to literally dig in, root, and grow there, or calling and
anointing them to ‘go’. Given the journey theme of Lent, this is not remarkable or
surprising. What | lift up today is the land itself and our human need to be
connected to the soil of a place.

Ash Wednesday, some of us may have incorporated the idea of stardust into our
imposition of ashes. This trend invites us to look beyond this earth, to wonder
about the enormity and wonder of the cosmos, to ‘lift up our eyes’ in such a way
that we cannot mistake the hand of God in the glory of the cosmos — and therefore
in our own wondrous makeup.

In the ashes/dust of Ash Wednesday we remember both our mortality and our
longevity — whether dust of the earth or stardust, returning to dust means returning
to oneness with the entirety of creation. The fact that science now confirms this
spiritual truth only lends credence to its holy wisdom. We also bow our heads in
humility, approaching the Divine in awe and penitence.

At 11:15 last night, my 81 year-old mother and | learned that the Northern Lights
were visible overhead. We dashed outside in our pajamas. They weren’t the
google-image photo display or CGl-splendor caught on film; we made no attempt
to capture them, confident no photo could do them justice. They were subtle — and
yet, | immediately thought, “This is why people believe there are angels. This is why
‘heaven’ is described as having streets of gold and a radiant throne.” The lights
were a dim but urgent undulation of pale, cosmic green — almost white; cloud-like
and filmy — but pulsing and wafting and flowing through the heavens; racing
sporadically from west to east then east to west across the whole vast expanse of
starlit sky. We viewed it through the upper branches of spruce and pine. It was a
moment to treasure, my mom and I, in the middle of the night, freezing, and seeing
this sight that so few other humans get to see.

Just the night before, in our Wednesday Lenten gathering, we had talked about
how fragile so many of us have become: we are swallowed up in despair,
depression, anxiety, stress, confusion, doubt, trauma — the list is lengthy. We
wondered if our lack of connection to the cosmic — blocked out by city lights and
the need to sleep inside solid structures and the fear of going out in the dark -

EMILY MEYER FROM DUST TO DAWN
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hasn’'t deprived us of an essential gift, tool, and vaccine for woe. Wonder, awe,
amazement — even the simple awareness of and chance to view a full and glorious
night sky — aurora borealis or not — allow us to grow in the awareness that we are,
by virtue of our biology and creation, part of an astounding reality.

Laura Alary picks up on this in Here: The Dot We Call Home (Paraclete, 2022), in
which a child’s wonder broadens her perspective on home, neighbor and
connection — which leads her to expand her sense of home outward, eventually, to
include the entire planet. And though, “overwhelmed by the mess that humans

have left behind”, her newly developed sense of wonder and connection lead her
to determine that the only thing she can do is “start where she is”.

Without wonder, we lose our sense of belonging to something profound, beyond
our small self. Without awe, it is hard to develop humility. Without humility, hubris
takes over. And hubris, our ego, is a very, very fragile thing.

adrienne maree brown wrote extensively and prolifically on this in their year-long
blog for Yes! Magazine. ‘Murmurations’ includes numerous worthy reads.
“Returning_to the Whole” states that, “To heal ourselves, we must remember that
we are a small part of a much greater whole.” (Yes! Magazine; 06.29.22).

Hummus, humans, humility: we are dust and to dust we shall return.

Yet, if humility is an antidote to despair, awe is not God'’s only gift.

From ashes to mud to dust: our Lenten journey alternately grounded us in place
and urged us out into the world. These texts take us back to and trace the arc from
our origins as stardust — and the soil of this planet, lighting on dirt and water to
open our eyes, then touching down on the dusty road to Emmaus. Along the way
the bonding agent of oil — of anointing — returns again and again. The fruit of the
earth blesses us to go, blesses us to lead, blesses us to see with new eyes, blesses
us to live a New Life.

Grounding in place cannot become a crutch, an everlasting refuge from reality, a
quagmire of apathy. We have to get out there, out on a trail, a path, any walkway
available. We need to wander through the earth to learn it and learn from it. We
need to be in and with creation for our own healing, and to discover how we can
participate in creation’s self-healing.

adrienne marie brown’s separate article, “How the Wonder of Nature Can Inspire

EMILY MEYER FROM DUST TO DAWN
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Social Justice Activism”, reveals how, “The complex systems of the natural world
can open our eyes to a new way of being”. (Yes! Magazine; 02.01.18)

“Participating with” the “complex system” is a key element. Every step of the road
to Emmaus is a point of connection, returning the disciples to their place of origin -
both in the going out and in the returning: the disciples connecting with one
another in their grief; the Risen Christ connecting the disciples to their own story,
to scripture, to the Resurrected One, and to their beloved community of fellow
followers of The Way.

It's what binds us together that gives us life. From the molecular to the cosmic,

connection — some kind of binding agent —is essential.

This has been a parallel arc in our Lenten journey, drawing us toward Christ's New

Life: Isaiah 58 (Ash Wednesday) reprimanded us for fasts that divide and s
commended to us fasts “to humble oneself,” “break every yoke,” and “share your
bread” (Isaiah 58:5-7): 1 Lent in the Garden, the soil of which we were originally
commissioned to “till and keep;” and again in 4 Lent with the healing of the person
born blind — through the combination of dirt and spittle, washed with water from
the pool of Siloam (Sent/anointed); and finally, now, at Emmaus, in the breaking of
the bread — powdery wheat flour bonded with oil and water — New Life is brought
to its fullness in the community of journey and conversation and meal.

Buff Grace, Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light’s Director of Faith Networks,
joined me for The Ministry Lab’s first-ever Commentary Conversation. Buff began
our ~45 minute discussion with a disclaimer that novice creation care preachers
may want to stick to a more concretely illustrative set of texts for Earth Day
sermons. This year’s assigned texts are a bit of a “heavy lift” for preachers — and/or
congregations — new to creation-centered preaching. He offers a few alternate
suggestions; you can access the whole conversation here.

Within the story of the road to Emmaus, though, Buff is reminded of Jesus’ self-
identification with bread, wine, grapes, and oil. His fascinating insight that these
were the most essential commodities, i.e., central economic elements of Jesus’

time, was new to me; I'm still grappling with it.l2

It speaks to this theme of basic, essential elements — dust/soil, water, and oil/
breath — being part and parcel of our journey; healing, sustaining, and bringing us
together; opening our eyes in wondrous ways to perceive the risen Christ.
There’'s something to be said about New Life showing up on a dusty road.

EMILY MEYER FROM DUST TO DAWN
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We are blessed to share and steward a small portion of lakeshore in Minnesota’s
Northwoods. In my earliest years, the road was a two-rut track. This eventually
widened to a gravel road. In 2010 family members were pit against family members
and neighbors against neighbors when the county decided to pave it. Our little
gravel drive is now a two-lane tar county highway.

The day before demolition began, | invited my neighbors to walk the gravel road
one last time. Only two joined me, and each of them separately and on their own. |
walked the road alone — barefoot, placing one foot directly in front of the other for
five-and-a-half miles. It was prayer — beseeching the road to bless my feet as my
feet blessed the road. | wept a bit, but mostly | expressed my gratitude and my
grief; | looked for grace in the flora and fauna; | asked for forgiveness for myself
and all those who did not know what they were doing. | grounded to this place: |
learned this place by looking more deeply and | let this place learn me more fully.

Activist, author, scholar, and Cherokee descendant, Randy Woodley, (Keetoowah
Band) offers “meditations and ideas for reflection and action” in Becoming_Rooted:
One Hundred Days of Reconnecting with Sacred Earth (Broadleaf; 2022), an
opportunity to “get in touch with the water, land, plants, and creatures around us.”
And, like Alary’s “Here”, it encourages growing in relationship with, “the people who
lived on that land for thousands of years prior to Europeans’ arrival, and with
ourselves. In walking toward the harmony way, we honor balance, wholeness, and

connection.”

The road to Emmaus — dusty and familiar — brought two disciples from grief into
healing, from despair into new awareness, from loss into a new relationship with
the Risen Christ, and with that new awareness, into a renewed connection to their
true community of followers of The Way.

As much as our eyes are meant to lift to the skies in wonder, our feet are meant to
trod the ground with grace, rooting us to place, grounding us in God’s goodness
and presence in our particular here and now; connecting us with creation and one
another. This is the fulfillment of the Lenten journey: New Life springing from the
soil of our grounding place; New Life flowing through connections in community;
New Life bubbling up within us — anointing us — to step out, again, to bless the
earth.

EMILY MEYER FROM DUST TO DAWN
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We need a conversion to Earth!: an eco-lectionary
on the readings from the Third Sunday of Easter

Leah Schade reflects on lives being changed.

Originally written in 2014

- Hearts burning, eyes opened, lives changed, communities revitalized. These are .
the outcomes following the aftershocks of Jesus’ resurrection that we read about

— in today’s lessons. Two followers of Jesus recognize the risen Christ in the

a breaking of bread after having been instructed by him as a mysterious stranger

r . accompanying them on their walk to Emmaus. Peter’'s sermon leads to the

h _ conversion of three thousand people to faith in Jesus Christ. In both cases a new
start is made with hope for a better way to live and stronger faith in God.

Many environmentalists and eco-theologians speak of a different kind of
conversion that is needed today as we witness the global climate and biotic
catastrophe that is being wreaked upon Earth. Thomas Berry, Larry Rasmussen,
and Mark Wallace all speak of a “conversion to Earth.” Says Rasmussen when
talking of Thomas Berry’s work The Great Work (Harmony Books, New York, 2000):
“[W]e badly need a religious and moral conversion to Earth, not to say cosmos, if
‘ecozoic’ rather than ‘technozoic’ (Berry, p. 55) is to characterize the coming great
work. ‘Growing people up’ for a different world, one that assumes Earth as the
i comprehensive community, is the task, a task which understands that human
ethics are derivative from Earth and the ecological imperative, not vice versa” 4
(Larry Rasmussen, “The Great Work Underway,” originally accessed April 21, 2014,
updated link April 13, 2023).

il Would that the conversion to Earth would happen as swiftly as the conversions that
' occurred in the readings we have for the Third Sunday of Easter! The two disciples’
eyes were immediately opened when Jesus revealed himself at table. And in
response to Peter's sermon to the crowd gathered on the Day of Pentecost, those
gathered were “cut to the heart” and wanted to know what they could do in
response to the knowledge of Jesus' life, death and resurrection. Three thousand
persons were baptized and reoriented their lives around the apostles’ teaching as
they began building community, and sharing meals and prayers.

Realistically, we know that the chances of our ecologically-oriented sermon
converting even one or two hearers to Earth-consciousness may be slim. Yet
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we are compelled to prophetically speak about God'’s incarnating and redeeming
our sin-filled world as much as Peter was to the crowd gathered in Jerusalem. The
urgency of the need for prophetic and pastoral voices in the pulpit is underscored
by nearly daily reports of the worsening ecosystems of our planet—from coral
reefs bleaching and dying, to species disappearing, to island nations submerging.
Wallace warns of a “permanent trauma to the divine life itself” through the
crucifixion-like ecocide that humans continually inflict upon Earth and its
inhabitants (Mark I. Wallace, Finding God in the Singing River: Christianity, Spirit,
Nature. Philadelphia: Fortress, 2005, p. 129). His powerful equation of God'’s
suffering through Jesus on the cross with God’s suffering through the embodied
Spirit in Earth is meant to spur “a conversion of the heart to a vision of a green
earth, where all persons live in harmony with their natural environments.” This
conversion persuades us “to work toward a seamless social-environmental ethic of
justice and love toward all of God’s creatures” (Wallace, p. 136).

In the passage from 1 Peter, the faithful are urged to “live in reverent fear during
the time of [their] exile” (1 Peter 1:17). In many ways, humanity is living in a time of
self-imposed exile within our very planet. And yet Peter reminds his readers that
they “were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from [their] ancestors” (1 Peter
1:18). We, too, have inherited futile ways from our ancestors. The way we power
our industries and transportation with fossil fuels; the mindless accumulation of
goods with no thought to their source, production, or destination after we dispose
of them; the way we commodify every aspect of Creation and assess its value only
in monetary or capitalized terms: these are all futile ways of living passed down to
us that are bringing humanity and the planet to ruination. And like the ransom of
which Peter speaks, our lytron, literally, our liberation, cannot be bought with
wealth. It is the self-giving, self-emptying love of Jesus Christ that creates the
freedom for which we long.

Thus, Peter encourages us to “trust in God, who raised [Jesus] from the dead and
gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God” (1 Peter 1:21). In this
way, the work we do in raising awareness, cultivating new attitudes, and reshaping
habits is built on trust in the God of the resurrection, even while we are in the midst
of ecological crucifixion. Peter continues: “Now that you have purified your souls by
your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another
deeply from the heart” (1 Peter 1:22). What would it look like to live in obedience to
the truth of the ways of God'’s Creation, the laws of nature? How would things be
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different if we respected Earth and all its flora and fauna “deeply from the heart?”

Berry coined the term “Ecozoic Era” to describe the period he would like to see

emerge when humans “would be present to the planet in a mutually enhancing

manner.” He states, “We need to establish ourselves in a single integral community

including all component members of planet Earth” (Thomas Berry, Mary Evelyn .
Tucker, and John Grim, The Christian Future and the Fate of Earth. Maryknoll, N.Y.: .
Orbis Books, 2009, pp. 48-9). This can only happen, says Berry, when humans

come to see their place and role in the universe as completely dependent on the

habitats, flora, and fauna of Earth, all of which have intrinsic value not dependent

on human needs or wants. Accepting this limited role with limited rights is the first,

and most difficult step that humans must take. The next step for healing the

damaged planet is based on an operating principle of creating continuity between -
the human and all other forms of life in every aspect of human life, from its
institutions and professions to its programs and activities. If these two steps are
taken, Berry sees hope for humanity’s and the planet’s survival.

What is the Church’s role in this Ecozoic era? Berry sees it as potentially a very
compelling one, capable of re-establishing both its internal cohesion and its
external relevance for the larger society:

“At this moment of transition the twenty-first-century Church, which has lost a

sense of its basic purposes in these past centuries, could restore its efficacy and

extend its influence over human affairs. The Church could be a powerful force in ,~
bringing about the healing of a distraught Earth. The Church could provide an
integrating reinterpretation of our New Story of the universe. In this manner it could

renew religion in its primary expression as celebration, as ecstatic delight in

existence. This, | propose, is the Great Work to which Christianity is called in these

times” (Berry, p. 53).

This will entail a new understanding emerging in every aspect of the Church, from
its beliefs and disciplines, to its governance and worship. It may begin with
something as simple as the breaking of bread at the Eucharistic table. Seeing the
connection between Christ’s body and Earth’s body out of which the grain for the
bread is sprouted could spark the recognition of our own connection to it all. And
then, though we hardly dared hope it, hearts may begin burning, eyes may be
opened, lives may be changed, and communities may be revitalized.
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	2026
	Earth Day Sunday
	2026

	Earth Day Sunday
	About Lutherans Restoring Creation
	Lutherans Restoring Creation is a grassroots movement promoting care for creation in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
	We accomplish this by cultivating a community of dedicated stewards of earth and neighbor who proclaim God’s promise of hope and healing for all.


	How to use this guide
	How to use this guide
	View virtual Earth Day  Year A (2023)
	This guide is adapted from the 2023 Year A Lutherans Restoring Creation online Earth Day worship service. If you wish, you can play the online service. The lectionary commentaries come from the free catalogue of eco-commentaries that Lutherans Restoring Creation puts out weekly! (bit.ly/LRCecoCommentaries)

	Included
	Sample service for Earth Sunday*
	2 eco-lectionaries for Earth Sunday to build a creation-centered sermon
	Access to a “plug-and-play” virtual sermon from Rev. Dr. Barbara Rossing
	*The worship guide matches up with the Lutherans Restoring Creation 2023 Earth Day service. Suggested hymns for in-person worship are also included. For an editable document of the bulletin, please email info@LutheransRestoringCreation.org.


	Earth Sunday Worship Guide
	This worship guidematches up with the Lutherans Restoring Creation 2023 Earth Day service. Suggested hymns for in-person worship are also included. For an editable document of the bulletin, please email info@LutheransRestoringCreation.org.
	Suggested edits for an in-person adaptation are in green.
	Welcome                                                       Rev. Christyn Koschmann & Phoebe Morad
	Land Acknowledgement
	As we live, work, and worship in the land that is now called the United States, Lutherans Restoring Creation recognizes that we do so on land that was stolen from Indigenous peoples. As we are called to restore creation, we are also called to restore right-relationship with one another. As we join in this holy vocation of loving our neighbor, we honor all our Indigenous siblings who have been companions of the lands, waters, and beings of Turtle Island since time immemorial.
	We charge our community to learn about the original and continuous stewards of the land upon which we exist. We lament legacies of violence, cultural genocide, and displacement of Indigenous communities; committing ourselves to hearing and speaking the truth of that history and its on-going effects. May we gather faithfully in mind, body, and spirit so that we may mend what has been broken and embody Christ’s gospel of abundant life.
	Opening Hymn         For the Beauty of the Earth        Nathan Drake/ReAwaken Hymns
	Confession and Forgiveness All: God of Perfect Rest, we confess before you and one-another that we have failed to love you and our neighbor fully, and that we have tried to cover our sins by our own power. We have run busily from one activity to the next, one possession to the next, one achievement to the next, and one love to the next, all to avoid admitting our need for your grace. Uncurl us from our self-obsession by the love of your Son. Forgive our sins, help us to accept your love, and guide us on right paths for the sake of the world you so deeply love. Amen.

	BULLETIN
	To learn more the Indigenous people of your land, see native-land.ca
	See: ELW 879, For the Beauty of the Earth

	EARTH SUNDAY
	Leader: God Creator, who is rich in mercy and abundant in love, hears our prayers and crosses eternity to come alongside us. It is my honor and delight as a fellow saint and sinner, created, redeemed, and loved by the Creator,       Redeemer, and Sanctifier to announce to you the complete forgiveness of your sins and your birth into new life through Jesus Christ. All: Thanks be to God!
	Canticle of Praise                                     Holy, Holy, Holy                                       Emu Music

	Prayer of the Day   God of Life, You called everything You have made Good. We are gathered now in your Spirit, by Your Word, to offer our prayers, our songs, our confessions to you; trusting in Your mercy, Your goodness, and Your joy. Make us aware of Your Spirit on the move in the world, that where You lead, we follow. Amen.
	Psalm 104* (remix)                                                                        Rev. Christyn Koschmann
	I am awestruck, Holy One    at this beautiful and boundless universe—    cultivated over eons with love and care. Your creative intent envelopes the world like a cloak.    I see it shining in the heavens, hear it whispering in the winds,     feel it crackling in the fire.  For you energized the dust of the universe    — the galaxies, the stars, the planets, right                    down to this jewel of an earth. You are wrapped in light as with a garment.  You stretch out the heavens like a tent, you make the clouds your chariot,     you ride on the waves of the wind.  You make the winds your messengers, fire and flame your ministers.  You paint the earth with your holy spirit,     each stroke and color with purpose, place and song.  You put a restlessness in our hearts that leads us to seek you always.  Therefore, I will sing your songs all my days     and care for all you have created     and keep my heart ever open to your Love.
	See: ELW 413, Holy Holy Holy, or ELW 876 Let the Whole Creation Cry
	For just the audio-visual Remixed Psalm 104:
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	First Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23 (The Inclusive Bible translation)
	Make your minds ready for action, and be sober. Put your hope in nothing but the grace that will be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. Be children of obedience. Don’t behave the way you did when, in your ignorance, your desires were all you knew. Be holy in everything you do, since it is the Holy One who has called you - as scripture says, “You will be holy, for I am holy.”
	When you pray, you call on Abba God, who judges everyone impartially on the basis of their actions. Since this is so, conduct yourself reverently during your sojourn in a foreign land. Realize that you were delivered from the futile way of life your ancestors handed on to you, not by an diminishable sum of gold or silver but by Christ’s blood, which is beyond all price: the blood of a spotless, unblemished lamb foreknown before the world’s foundation and revealed for your sake in these last days. It is through Christ that you are believers in God, the God who raised Christ from the dead into glory. Your faith and hope, then, are centered in God.
	By obedience and truth you have purified yourselves for a genuine love of your sisters and brothers. Therefore, love one another constantly, from the heart. Your rebirth has come not from a perishable seed but from an imperishable one - the living and enduring word of God.
	Holy Gospel: Luke 24:13-35                                                         Rev. Dr. R. Guy Erwin
	The Holy Gospel According to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
	Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
	EARTH SUNDAY
	BULLETIN
	In addition to Dr. Erwin’s sermon on the readings for Year A, LRC also has an all-purpose sermon from eco-theologian Rev. Dr. Barbara Rossing on Revelations. You can see it at the QR code on the right.
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	people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place.
	Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.
	As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
	Leader: The gospel of the Lord. All: Praise be to Christ.
	Sermon                                                                                           Rev. Dr. R. Guy Erwin
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	Hymn of the Day             All Good Gifts                Bob Kaat-Wohlert & Andrea Hupman
	Confession of Faith A New Creed (1968) United Church of Canada
	We are not alone,   we live in God’s world.  We believe in God:   who has created and is creating,   who has come in Jesus,    the Word made flesh,    to reconcile and make new,   who works in us and others    by the Spirit. We trust in God.  We are called to be the Church:   to celebrate God’s presence,   to live with respect in Creation,   to love and serve others,   to seek justice and resist evil,   to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,    our judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond death,   God is with us. We are not alone.     Thanks be to God.
	Intercessory Prayers                                            Revs. Chelsea & Mandy Achterberg
	O God, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen: Your great love has placed us in your creation, and you commanded us to care for it. Your works declare glory and strength, and you call us to praise and reverence.
	Where we have degraded or destroyed earth's bounty, forgive us. Where we have taken beauty and majesty for granted, have mercy upon us.
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	See: ACS 1068 Earth Adorned in Verdant Robes, or ELW 723 Canticle of the Turning
	Where we have become estranged from the creatures with whom we share this planet, grant us your peace. Creator God, hear our prayer.
	As we join together in celebration of the Earth, we know that there are many things that thwart our efforts and our responsibilities to your creation. The issues of the environment and conservation are often associated with differing political views. For the openness to learn about environmental issues and concerns, we pray: Creator God, hear our prayer.
	In such a great and complex world, we often feel so small and helpless, as if what we do has no impact on the rest of your creation. Yet we know that because we are created in your image, we are connected with the entirety of creation, just as you are. For an awareness of how our own lifestyles can be modified to help protect the environment, we pray: Creator God, hear our prayer.
	In an environmental catastrophe, the people who suffer first and greatest are often the poorest of the poor. Yet we rarely hear their voices, silenced as they are by the realities of global life. For those who live in poverty and suffer the devastating effects of flooding, drought, and other environmental issues, we pray: Creator God, hear our prayer.
	In recent days, even the ground under our feet has begun to tremble, reminding us that we live together in a fragile community of life. For our own community, our city and state, we pray: Creator God, hear our prayer.
	As members of this creation, we live and die according to the cycle of life that is common in all the world. For those in our midst who suffer from sickness and death, we pray: Creator God, hear our prayer.
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	God of the sun and the moon of the mountains, deserts and plains; God of the mighty oceans, of rivers, lakes and streams; God of all creatures that live in the seas and fly in the air; God of every living thing that grows and moves on this sacred Earth, We are formed by Christ into your people, called to bring the world into your marvelous light. As the Body of Christ, we are messengers of ecological vocation. We are entrusted with caring for this Earth which you have created. Help us to love and respect it, to repair what we have damaged, to care for what you have made good and holy. Give us the wisdom and the passion to change our mind, our hearts, and our ways. Let us be the change we pray for, bringing about ecological conversion which grows and spreads to every corner of the Earth, for our sake now and for every generation which is to come. Amen.
	Sharing of the Peace
	The Peace of Christ be with you!
	Take this time to share a sign of God’s peace with those around you or offer prayers of peace for those on your heart at this time.
	Oración del Señor  Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo,  santificado sea tu Nombre;  venga a nosotros tu Reino;  hágase tu voluntad  en la tierra como en el cielo.  Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día;  perdona nuestras ofensas,  como también nosotros perdonamos  a los que nos ofenden; no nos dejes caer en la tentación,  y líbranos del mal.  Porque suyo es el reino, el poder,  y la gloria, por los siglos y los siglos  Amén.
	Our Lord’s Prayer Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be done,  on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
	Save us from the time of trial  and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,  and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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	Offering
	We ask you to consider an offering to Lutherans Restoring Creation  to continue the work of creation care in the ELCA.
	Benediction  Now may God Creator bless you and keep you, may God’s face shine on you and be gracious to you, and may God look up on you with favor and give you the peace of Creation. In the name of the Creator,      Redeemer, and Sanctifier. Amen.
	Closing Song                                    Earth & All Kin                                  Rev. Dr. Leah Schade
	Dismissal                                                              Rev. Christyn Koschmann & Phoebe Morad
	Our online service omits Communion, but in-person services may choose to have it. We recommned Thankgiving at the Table, Form VII from the ELW (pg 67)

	COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
	Intercessory Prayers from  Sundays and Seasons by permission  under Augsburg Liturgies License SAS103467
	Psalm 104 (remixed) compiled from:  Christine Robinson doubterpsalms.blogspot.org
	This Church of England Common Worship: Daily Prayer © The Archbishops' Council 2005  Published by Church House Publishing
	For the Beauty of the Earth  Written by Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, 1864  Modern arrangement and recording by Nathan Drake Reawaken Hymns. CCLI #7194729
	Earth and all Kin Lyrics by Leah D. Schade, © 2013 To the tune of "Earth and all stars" by David N. Johnson and Herbert F. Brokering
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	LRC Donations:
	See: ACS 1068 Earth is Full of Wit and Wisdom, or ELW 729 Touch the Earth Lightly


	From Dust to Dawn: an eco-lectionary on the readings from the Third Sunday of Easter
	Emily Meyer retraces the Lenten journey – from cosmic stardust to the dusty road to Emmaus – and invites us to wonder, learn, root, and go, stepping out gently to bless the earth.
	Originally written in 2023
	Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Holy One is coming, it is near… (Joel 2:1; Ash Wednesday)
	YAHWEH God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. (Genesis 2:15; 1 Lent)
	Now YAHWEH said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.” (Genesis 12:1; 2 Lent)
	From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as YAHWEH commanded. (Exodus 17:1; 3 Lent)
	YAHWEH said to Samuel, “… Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite….” (1 Samuel 16:1; 4 Lent)
	The hand of YAHWEH came upon me; God’s spirit brought me out and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. (Ezekiel 37:1; 5 Lent)
	When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples… (Matthew 21:1; Palm Sunday)
	Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. (John 20:1; Easter)
	When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” (John 20:19; Easter 2)
	Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem… (Luke 24:13; Easter 3)
	EMILY MEYER
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	The first verse of the Hebrew text for every week in Lent – and then the first verse of the Gospel reading for Palm Sunday through today – sets its story in a very particular place: grounding God’s people in a specific land or location – and alternately imploring them to literally dig in, root, and grow there, or calling and anointing them to ‘go’. Given the journey theme of Lent, this is not remarkable or surprising. What I lift up today is the land itself and our human need to be connected to the soil of a place.
	Ash Wednesday, some of us may have incorporated the idea of stardust into our imposition of ashes. This trend invites us to look beyond this earth, to wonder about the enormity and wonder of the cosmos, to ‘lift up our eyes’ in such a way that we cannot mistake the hand of God in the glory of the cosmos – and therefore in our own wondrous makeup.
	In the ashes/dust of Ash Wednesday we remember both our mortality and our longevity – whether dust of the earth or stardust, returning to dust means returning to oneness with the entirety of creation. The fact that science now confirms this spiritual truth only lends credence to its holy wisdom. We also bow our heads in humility, approaching the Divine in awe and penitence.
	At 11:15 last night, my 81 year-old mother and I learned that the Northern Lights were visible overhead. We dashed outside in our pajamas. They weren’t the google-image photo display or CGI-splendor caught on film; we made no attempt to capture them, confident no photo could do them justice. They were subtle – and yet, I immediately thought, “This is why people believe there are angels. This is why ‘heaven’ is described as having streets of gold and a radiant throne.” The lights were a dim but urgent undulation of pale, cosmic green – almost white; cloud-like and filmy – but pulsing and wafting and flowing through the heavens; racing sporadically from west to east then east to west across the whole vast expanse of starlit sky. We viewed it through the upper branches of spruce and pine. It was a moment to treasure, my mom and I, in the middle of the night, freezing, and seeing this sight that so few other humans get to see.
	Just the night before, in our Wednesday Lenten gathering, we had talked about how fragile so many of us have become: we are swallowed up in despair, depression, anxiety, stress, confusion, doubt, trauma – the list is lengthy. We wondered if our lack of connection to the cosmic – blocked out by city lights and the need to sleep inside solid structures and the fear of going out in the dark –
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	hasn’t deprived us of an essential gift, tool, and vaccine for woe. Wonder, awe, amazement – even the simple awareness of and chance to view a full and glorious night sky – aurora borealis or not – allow us to grow in the awareness that we are, by virtue of our biology and creation, part of an astounding reality.
	Laura Alary picks up on this in Here: The Dot We Call Home (Paraclete, 2022), in which a child’s wonder broadens her perspective on home, neighbor and connection – which leads her to expand her sense of home outward, eventually, to include the entire planet. And though, “overwhelmed by the mess that humans have left behind”, her newly developed sense of wonder and connection lead her to determine that the only thing she can do is “start where she is”.
	Without wonder, we lose our sense of belonging to something profound, beyond our small self. Without awe, it is hard to develop humility. Without humility, hubris takes over. And hubris, our ego, is a very, very fragile thing.
	adrienne maree brown wrote extensively and prolifically on this in their year-long blog for Yes! Magazine. ‘Murmurations’ includes numerous worthy reads. “Returning to the Whole” states that, “To heal ourselves, we must remember that we are a small part of a much greater whole.” (Yes! Magazine; 06.29.22).
	Hummus, humans, humility: we are dust and to dust we shall return. Yet, if humility is an antidote to despair, awe is not God’s only gift. From ashes to mud to dust: our Lenten journey alternately grounded us in place and urged us out into the world. These texts take us back to and trace the arc from our origins as stardust – and the soil of this planet, lighting on dirt and water to open our eyes, then touching down on the dusty road to Emmaus. Along the way the bonding agent of oil – of anointing – returns again and again. The fruit of the earth blesses us to go, blesses us to lead, blesses us to see with new eyes, blesses us to live a New Life.
	Grounding in place cannot become a crutch, an everlasting refuge from reality, a quagmire of apathy. We have to get out there, out on a trail, a path, any walkway available. We need to wander through the earth to learn it and learn from it. We need to be in and with creation for our own healing, and to discover how we can participate in creation’s self-healing.
	adrienne marie brown’s separate article, “How the Wonder of Nature Can Inspire
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	We are blessed to share and steward a small portion of lakeshore in Minnesota’s Northwoods. In my earliest years, the road was a two-rut track. This eventually widened to a gravel road. In 2010 family members were pit against family members and neighbors against neighbors when the county decided to pave it. Our little gravel drive is now a two-lane tar county highway.
	The day before demolition began, I invited my neighbors to walk the gravel road one last time. Only two joined me, and each of them separately and on their own. I walked the road alone – barefoot, placing one foot directly in front of the other for five-and-a-half miles. It was prayer – beseeching the road to bless my feet as my feet blessed the road. I wept a bit, but mostly I expressed my gratitude and my grief; I looked for grace in the flora and fauna; I asked for forgiveness for myself and all those who did not know what they were doing. I grounded to this place: I learned this place by looking more deeply and I let this place learn me more fully.
	Activist, author, scholar, and Cherokee descendant, Randy Woodley, (Keetoowah Band) offers “meditations and ideas for reflection and action” in Becoming Rooted: One Hundred Days of Reconnecting with Sacred Earth (Broadleaf; 2022), an opportunity to “get in touch with the water, land, plants, and creatures around us.” And, like Alary’s “Here”, it encourages growing in relationship with, “the people who lived on that land for thousands of years prior to Europeans’ arrival, and with ourselves. In walking toward the harmony way, we honor balance, wholeness, and connection.”
	The road to Emmaus – dusty and familiar – brought two disciples from grief into healing, from despair into new awareness, from loss into a new relationship with the Risen Christ, and with that new awareness, into a renewed connection to their true community of followers of The Way.
	As much as our eyes are meant to lift to the skies in wonder, our feet are meant to trod the ground with grace, rooting us to place, grounding us in God’s goodness and presence in our particular here and now; connecting us with creation and one another. This is the fulfillment of the Lenten journey: New Life springing from the soil of our grounding place; New Life flowing through connections in community; New Life bubbling up within us – anointing us – to step out, again, to bless the earth.
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	We need a conversion to Earth!: an eco-lectionary on the readings from the Third Sunday of Easter
	Leah Schade reflects on lives being changed.
	Originally written in 2014
	Hearts burning, eyes opened, lives changed, communities revitalized. These are the outcomes following the aftershocks of Jesus’ resurrection that we read about in today’s lessons. Two followers of Jesus recognize the risen Christ in the breaking of bread after having been instructed by him as a mysterious stranger accompanying them on their walk to Emmaus. Peter’s sermon leads to the conversion of three thousand people to faith in Jesus Christ. In both cases a new start is made with hope for a better way to live and stronger faith in God.
	Many environmentalists and eco-theologians speak of a different kind of conversion that is needed today as we witness the global climate and biotic catastrophe that is being wreaked upon  Earth. Thomas Berry, Larry Rasmussen, and Mark Wallace all speak of a “conversion to Earth.” Says Rasmussen when talking of Thomas Berry’s work The Great Work (Harmony Books, New York, 2000): “[W]e badly need a religious and moral conversion to Earth, not to say cosmos, if ‘ecozoic’ rather than ‘technozoic’ (Berry, p. 55) is to characterize the coming great work. ‘Growing people up’ for a different world, one that assumes Earth as the comprehensive community, is the task, a task which understands that human ethics are derivative from Earth and the ecological imperative, not vice versa” (Larry Rasmussen, “The Great Work Underway,” originally accessed April 21, 2014, updated link April 13, 2023).
	Would that the conversion to Earth would happen as swiftly as the conversions that occurred in the readings we have for the Third Sunday of Easter! The two disciples’ eyes were immediately opened when Jesus revealed himself at table. And in response to Peter’s sermon to the crowd gathered on the Day of Pentecost, those gathered were “cut to the heart” and wanted to know what they could do in response to the knowledge of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. Three thousand persons were baptized and reoriented their lives around the apostles’ teaching as they began building community, and sharing meals and prayers.
	Realistically, we know that the chances of our ecologically-oriented sermon converting even one or two hearers to Earth-consciousness may be slim. Yet
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	we are compelled to prophetically speak about God’s incarnating and redeeming our sin-filled world as much as Peter was to the crowd gathered in Jerusalem. The urgency of the need for prophetic and pastoral voices in the pulpit is underscored by nearly daily reports of the worsening ecosystems of our planet—from coral reefs bleaching and dying, to species disappearing, to island nations submerging. Wallace warns of a “permanent trauma to the divine life itself” through the crucifixion-like ecocide that humans continually inflict upon Earth and its inhabitants (Mark I. Wallace, Finding God in the Singing River: Christianity, Spirit, Nature. Philadelphia: Fortress, 2005, p. 129). His powerful equation of God’s suffering through Jesus on the cross with God’s suffering through the embodied Spirit in Earth is meant to spur “a conversion of the heart to a vision of a green earth, where all persons live in harmony with their natural environments.” This conversion persuades us “to work toward a seamless social-environmental ethic of justice and love toward all of God’s creatures” (Wallace, p. 136).
	In the passage from 1 Peter, the faithful are urged to “live in reverent fear during the time of [their] exile” (1 Peter 1:17). In many ways, humanity is living in a time of self-imposed exile within our very planet. And yet Peter reminds his readers that they “were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from [their] ancestors” (1 Peter 1:18). We, too, have inherited futile ways from our ancestors. The way we power our industries and transportation with fossil fuels; the mindless accumulation of goods with no thought to their source, production, or destination after we dispose of them; the way we commodify every aspect of Creation and assess its value only in monetary or capitalized terms: these are all futile ways of living passed down to us that are bringing humanity and the planet to ruination. And like the ransom of which Peter speaks, our lytron, literally, our liberation, cannot be bought with wealth. It is the self-giving, self-emptying love of Jesus Christ that creates the freedom for which we long.
	Thus, Peter encourages us to “trust in God, who raised [Jesus] from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God” (1 Peter 1:21). In this way, the work we do in raising awareness, cultivating new attitudes, and reshaping habits is built on trust in the God of the resurrection, even while we are in the midst of ecological crucifixion. Peter continues: “Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart” (1 Peter 1:22). What would it look like to live in obedience to the truth of the ways of God’s Creation, the laws of nature? How would things be
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	different if we respected Earth and all its flora and fauna “deeply from the heart?” Berry coined the term “Ecozoic Era” to describe the period he would like to see emerge when humans “would be present to the planet in a mutually enhancing manner.” He states, “We need to establish ourselves in a single integral community including all component members of planet Earth” (Thomas Berry, Mary Evelyn Tucker, and John Grim, The Christian Future and the Fate of Earth. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 2009, pp. 48-9). This can only happen, says Berry, when humans come to see their place and role in the universe as completely dependent on the habitats, flora, and fauna of Earth, all of which have intrinsic value not dependent on human needs or wants. Accepting this limited role with limited rights is the first, and most difficult step that humans must take. The next step for healing the damaged planet is based on an operating principle of creating continuity between the human and all other forms of life in every aspect of human life, from its institutions and professions to its programs and activities. If these two steps are taken, Berry sees hope for humanity’s and the planet’s survival.
	What is the Church’s role in this Ecozoic era?  Berry sees it as potentially a very compelling one, capable of re-establishing both its internal cohesion and its external relevance for the larger society:
	“At this moment of transition the twenty-first-century Church, which has lost a sense of its basic purposes in these past centuries, could restore its efficacy and extend its influence over human affairs. The Church could be a powerful force in bringing about the healing of a distraught Earth. The Church could provide an integrating reinterpretation of our New Story of the universe. In this manner it could renew religion in its primary expression as celebration, as ecstatic delight in existence. This, I propose, is the Great Work to which Christianity is called in these times” (Berry, p. 53).
	This will entail a new understanding emerging in every aspect of the Church, from its beliefs and disciplines, to its governance and worship. It may begin with something as simple as the breaking of bread at the Eucharistic table. Seeing the connection between Christ’s body and Earth’s body out of which the grain for the bread is sprouted could spark the recognition of our own connection to it all. And then, though we hardly dared hope it, hearts may begin burning, eyes may be opened, lives may be changed, and communities may be revitalized.
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