
November 22, 2021 

  

Shalanda Young 

Acting OMB Director 

The Office of Management and Budget 

725 17th St NW  

Washington, DC 20503 

  

Dear OMB Acting Director Young, 

  

On behalf of the millions of members and supporters of our faith-based, development, 

environmental, and business organizations, we urge your continued support for vital bilateral and 

multilateral international climate change finance investments within the President’s Budget for 

fiscal year 2023. 

  

We are grateful for the rapid action the Administration has taken to signal the U.S.’ intention to 

increase its contribution to international climate finance. When President Biden announced at the 

UN General Assembly that the U.S. would deliver $11.4B in international climate finance by 

FY24, in effect doubling and again doubling U.S. climate finance, our groups widely expressed 

our appreciation. We also welcome the Administration’s numerous announcements at COP26, 

including the release of the Plan to Conserve Global Forests1 and of PREPARE2, as well as U.S. 

contributions to the Adaptation Fund3 and the Least Developed Countries Fund4. Furthermore, 

the House and Senate have also demonstrated a willingness to fund these accounts at a level 

above what was requested by the President for fiscal year 2022. 

  

We urge that the President’s FY23 budget request include $5.8 billion for international 

climate finance. This increased funding request over FY22 is a mid-step to meeting the 

President’s pledge to deliver $11.4 billion a year in international climate finance by FY24. It is 

important that these funding levels also be requested as part of a strong, overall funding request 

for international poverty-fighting and conservation efforts. 

  

Specifically, we urge you to request the following funding levels for each account and line item: 

● Bilateral economic assistance - environmental programs of at least: $1.67 billion 

○ Adaptation: $836.4 million 

○ Renewable Energy: $418.2 million 

○ Sustainable Landscapes: $418.2 million 

● Green Climate Fund (GCF): $3.4 billion 

● Adaptation Fund: at least $100 million 

● Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF): at least $50 million 

 
1https://www.state.gov/plan-to-conserve-global-forests-critical-carbon-sinks/ 
2https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/nov-1-2021-usaid-announces-robust-targets-advance-

president-biden-prepare-climate-initiative 
3https://www.adaptation-fund.org/adaptation-fund-raises-record-us-232-6-million-in-new-pledges-at-cop26-for-its-

concrete-actions-to-most-vulnerable/ 
4https://www.thegef.org/news/joint-statement-donors-pledge-413-million-least-developed-countries-fund-support-

climate-change 



● UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change (IPCC): at least $30 million 

● Montreal Protocol Multilateral Fund (MLF): at least $64 million 

● Global Environment Facility (GEF): at least $250 million, as the first installment towards 

an overall doubling of the U.S. pledge5 to the GEF over the next four years, as part of its 

8th replenishment cycle. 

  

As in the past, we emphasize the need for a balanced allocation of resources between adaptation 

and mitigation, and the funding level requested for bilateral adaptation assistance is a reflection 

of the need to significantly increase funding for adaptation to achieve this balance. We also urge 

that funding for international climate change not come at the expense of other effective 

humanitarian and development assistance, which works together to serve the common goal of 

building a safer and more prosperous world. 

  

We have a limited window to tackle the climate crisis, with the need for decisive action this 

decade to keep open the possibility of holding global temperature rise below 2.7°F (1.5°C). We 

have seen at COP26 the importance of international climate finance from developed countries in 

unlocking climate action by developing countries. Financing for international climate programs 

serves vital U.S. interests by promoting global stability and security, creating economic 

opportunities for U.S. businesses and workers, alleviating global poverty, protecting other U.S. 

development efforts, complementing global health efforts, and ensuring significant cost-savings 

through disaster preparedness measures. We urge your continued support for vital bilateral and 

multilateral international climate change finance investments within the President’s Budget for 

fiscal year 2023. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

ActionAid USA 

Anthropocene Alliance 

Bank Information Center 

Brighter Green 

Business Council for Sustainable Energy 

C2ES 

Care About Climate 

Center for Biological Diversity 

Center for International Environmental Law 

Clean Energy Action 

Climate Advisers 

Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life 

Dayenu: A Jewish Call to Climate Action 

E3G 

Earth Action, Inc. 

EcoEquity 

Elders Climate Action 

 
5 Based on the Obama Administration’s GEF-6 pledge of $546.25m in 2014. 

 



Environmental Defense Fund 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Evergreen Action 

Faiths for Safe Water 

Foreign Policy for America 

GASP 

Global Citizen 

Interfaith Power & Light 

Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy 

International Council on Environmental Economics and Development 

JAPRI Community Programs 

Justice is Global 

League of Conservation Voters 

MADRE 

Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns 

National Advocacy Center for the Sisters of the Good Shepherd 

National Priorities Project at the Institute for Policy Studies 

National Wildlife Federation 

Natural Resources Defense Council  

Newark Water Coalition 

Nuclear Information and Resource Service ("for a nuclear-free, carbon-free world") 

Partnership for Policy Integrity 

People's Justice Council/Alabama Interfaith Power and Light 

Physicians for Social Responsibility Pennsylvania 

Rachel Carson Council 

Sierra Club 

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas Justice Team 

The Climate Reality Project  

The Episcopal Church 

The Nature Conservancy 

The Union for Reform Judaism 

The United Methodist Church - General Board of Church and Society 

Union of Concerned Scientists 

United Methodist Women 

Wall of Women 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

Win Without War 

Women’s Environment and Development Organization 

World Wildlife Fund 

 

 

cc:  

Secretary John Kerry, U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate  

Secretary Janet Yellen, U.S. Department of the Treasury 

Brian Deese, Director, National Economic Council 

Jake Sullivan, National Security Adviser 


