
NORTHEASTERN IOWA SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
SUMMARY OF THE RESULTS FROM THE 2025 CARE FOR CREATION SURVEY

At the 2022 Churchwide Assembly, the ELCA adopted a resolution to reduce greenhouse gas pollution by 

50% by 2030. In 2023, an Action Plan was developed by the Northeastern Iowa Synod Care for Creation 

Network, with assistance from the ELCA Coaching Program and funded by the Synod, to lay out steps for 

assisting member churches with making progress with creation care activities that help meet the goals set out 

in the 2023 resolution. One of the first steps in the Action Plan was to develop a survey/checklist in order to 

determine what steps congregations have already taken, to provide information about the benefits of those 

activities, and to determine what help congregations might want or need, or what advice or assistance they 

may be able to offer other congregations wanting to do similar activities. Congregations were asked to 

complete the survey by February 28, 2025. 

There were 41 congregations that responded to the survey, which is a 29% return rate. From the checklist, 

congregations indicated all the operating practices that apply to them within each category. Results are 

shown in bold after each statement with the number of responses and, in parentheses, the percentage out of  

41 responses.

Which of the following has your congregation/organization completed or is in the process of 
completing? 

-A congregational/parish Creation Care/Green Team is established. 4 (9.8%)
-An energy audit has been completed recently for the church premises. 9 (22%)
-The requirements to be a Cool Congregation have been completed. 3 (7.3%)
Other:

• Solar panels installed on our roof. 1 (2.4%)
• We recently installed a 28.8 kW solar energy system. 1 (2.4%)
• We have completed a partial audit, we have done energy efficiency improvements, and we are 

investigating solar power. 1 (2.4%)
• Our Cool Congregation activities were several years ago; not much new recently.  1  (2.4%)
• We just completed a major remodel. 1 (2.4%)
• Converting lighting to LED, plan to install solar in the next 5 years.  1 (2.4%)

HVAC (Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning)
-Windows are operable. 37 (90.2%)
-Ventilation units are not blocked by books, papers, furniture, or other materials. 33 (80.5%)
-Windows & doors are closed when heating/cooling equipment is on. 40 (97.6%)
-Air leaks in doors, walls, and roofs are sealed using caulk and/or insulation. 31 (79.6%)
-Windows & doors have weather stripping to avoid air leaks. 28 (68.3%)
-The building structure is insulated. 33 (80.5%)
-Annual maintenance is conducted on HVAC equipment. 33 (80.5%)
-Programmable thermostats are installed. 36 (87.8%)
-Thermostats are set to an appropriate temperature based on season, local weather conditions, humidity, and 

current occupancy. 38 (92.7%)
-A temperature setback is used when the building is not in use. 35 (85.4%)
-Trees are planted on church grounds to provide shading for buildings and to capture carbon. 28 (68.3%)
-Energy efficient HVAC is installed (e. g. geothermal, air source heat pumps, Trombe walls for storing and    

re-radiating heat, passive solar). 8 (19.5%)



-Building Automation System (BAS) is in place. Building automation is the automatic centralized control of 

a building’s heating, ventilation and air conditioning, lighting and other systems through a building 

management system or BAS. 3 (7.3%)
-BAS trend logs are kept on file. 0 (0%)
Other:

• Thermostats are on computer control; 7 new trees planted on east side. 1 (2.4%)
• Installed LED lights a few years ago in SS room only. 1 (2.4%)

LIGHTING
-Light fixtures are regularly cleaned (to allow light through) where possible. 23 (56.1%)
-Lights are off in unoccupied rooms. 41 (100%)
-Natural light is used where possible instead of artificial lighting. 35 (85.4%)
-Window shades are used to regulate light and block excess heat. 32 (78%)
-A lighting assessment has been completed and upgrades have been implemented. 18 (43.9%)
-Lighting has been converted to LED lighting where appropriate. 33 (80.5%)
-Motion detector light switches and occupancy sensors (if present) are set to short turn-off time. 13 (31.7%)
-All lit EXIT signs use LED bulbs. 12 (29.3%)
-Other:

• All exterior lights, including parking lot, are LED. 1 (2.4%)
• We didn't have an actual lighting "assesment" but upgrades have been made. 1 (2.4%)
• We installed Solar Panels several years ago. 1 (2.4%)

COMPUTERS/APPLIANCES
-All plugged-in appliances are used regularly. 30 (73.2%)
-Rooms are free of duplicate appliances (e. g. mini-fridges or space heaters). 32 (78%)
-Freezers seal tightly when closed. 35 (85.4%)
-ENERGY STAR® qualified appliances are in use. 22 (53.7%)
-Sleep/power-saving modes are activated on computers. 26 (63.4%)
-ENERGY STAR® qualified computers, monitors, printers, and copiers are in use. 21 (51.2%)
-Equipment is plugged into smart power strips for easy disconnection from power source. 16 (39%)
-Load reduction option is utilized with local utility to reduce energy use during times of peak load. 6 
(14.6%)
-Other:

• No Computer at our church. Only items plugged in all the time are stoves. 1 (2.4%)

RECYCLING/WASTE REDUCTION
-Real dishes, cups, glasses, and tableware are used. 26 (63.4%)
-Stryrofoam containers are not used. Instead, cardboard, reusable containers, or “Norwegian tupperware” 

(non-recyclable cottage cheese or yogurt containers, etc.) are used for leftovers and takeout. 20 (48.8%)
-Recycling bins are available in the church building(s) to separate recyclable materials. 31 (75.6%)
-Single-use plastics (straws, tableware, shopping bags, etc.) are reduced or eliminated. 23 (56.1%)
-Plastic shopping bags are re-used to line small wastebaskets. 23 (56.1%)
-Individual communion glasses are washed to eliminate the use of disposable glasses. 14 (34.1%)
-If disposable communion cups are used, they are recyclable. 7 (17.1%)
-Intinction is used for communion to eliminate individual cups and the need to wash cups. 4 (9.8%)
-A silverware “library” is available for use at weddings, etc. to reduce use of plastic ware. 15 (36.6%)



-For drive thru dinners, bottled water and plastic utensils are not used. 6 (14.6%)
-Other:

• Almost no plastic utensils given out. Rarely use plastic comm cups. Re-cycle card. 1 (2.4%)
• We are not doing these things. 1 (2.4%)

PAPER USE
-Church documents are accessible online. 26 (63.4%)
-Electronic documents and forms are used whenever possible. 31 (75.6%)
-Sunday bulletins are replaced with projected worship materials or other ways to reduce paper. 12 (29.3%)
-Duplex (two-sided) printing is set as the default for all printers. 26 (63.4%)
-Other:

• We have an email campaign for weekly announcements, newsletters and QR codes for bulletins, etc, 

to keep printing costs down. 1 (2.4%)
• Try to get those that can, to use email for chimer. 1 (2.4%)
• Decreased use of paper materials are utilized in newsletters & bulletins. 1 (2.4%)

WATER CONSERVATION
-Leaky faucets and toilets are repaired. 41 (100%)
-Sidewalks, patios, etc. are swept instead of hosing off with water. 35 (85.4%)
-Low-flow toilets and faucet aerators are installed. 19 (46.3%)
-Rain barrels, rain gardens or stormwater basins are installed to reduce stormwater runoff from church 

property. 2 (4.9%)
-Mowed lawn is reduced by planting native grasses/pollinators to reduce watering. 8 (19.5%)
-Other:

• Blower 1 (2.4%)
• We do not water any of the lawn or cemetery. Rain only. 1 (2.4%)
• A prairie was installed several years ago and is maintained. 1 (2.4%)

If your congregation/college/camp wants to do any of the projects mentioned above and would like 
assistance from the Synod Care for Creation Network, please list the project(s) you need assistance to 
do. Contact the Synod office at (319) 352-1414 so they can connect you with a Care for Creation 
Network member. 

• We are looking at installing a bioretention cell, rain garden, and micro prairie. 1 (2.4%)
• We are interested in more as time unfolds. 1 (2.4%)
• We are a net zero facility, all electric, and carbon neutral. We generate 125% of our electrical needs 

via 56 kW of solar. 1 (2.4%)
• It might be nice to insulate better. But not enough money to keep doors open, let alone projects. 1 

(2.4%)
• Possibly 1 (2.4%)

If you have completed projects, would your congregation/college/camp be willing to advise or assist 
others with projects similar to yours?

• Yes 16 (39%)


